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Sniper

On the front page of several New York newspapers, the blond, beautiful and rich Lizzie Grubman shared space with two African American men, the alleged Beltway snipers.  I couldn’t help noticing the obvious dichotomy, yet the more subtle, sinister similarity—an apparent total disregard for the lives of others and the resulting injury or death to their victims.  We are appalled by gunmen:  are we equally appalled by  people who exhibit the same callous unfeeling behavior?  A current rap song about the “rich and famous” says, “you can avoid 25 to life for killing your wife if you have the cash for Cochran—or “you might not be able to get a job at McDonalds if you use drugs, but you can become the Mayor of D. C.


Two teenage boys were discovered last week torturing a baby hawk, setting it on fire, urinating on it.  My young son asked me: “why would they hurt a bird?”  I stumbled.  What is “evil?”  What makes people cruel?  Now, I don’t even pretend to know the answer to those questions.  As a therapist, I could offer several theories about sociopaths/psychopaths, or blithely blame it in our society and the deterioration of morals and values.  And, actually, all of that is probably true.  


Coincidentally, my son & I were just driving home after returning a video game, he had received as a gift, called “Grand Theft Auto.”  Being a totally unfair mother (“Mom, I am not going to steal a car because I have this game”), I had insisted that the game be exchanged, declaring that I didn’t want him training to commit a felony right in our den.


Certainly,  to blame a video game for cruel or irresponsible behavior is much too simplistic. However deeply shaken by the idea of a man taking a boy out to kill people, I wonder 

how does someone become so desensitized to another’s living creatures’ pain that it’s okay to shoot them, or run over them or set them on fire?  Obviously, most parents aren’t teaching their children to kill or steal cars, but what are we teaching them when we knowingly advise them to sell their stock before an announcement by the FDA causes it to crash.  What are they learning when a sports star boasts proudly that in a fight, he wouldn’t ever miss the other guy and just hit a wall?


Oh yes, I was Annie Oakley as a kid, loved my fringed vest and both sharpshooters, and I didn’t turn out to be a serial killer.  And my son isn’t going to steal cars, but will he have a conscience?
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